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NOT ESSENTIAL TO TRAP 
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The Lrcatrty of the MaRRIAGE of their Royal 
E the Doxk and Durchxss of GLO U- 
CESTER, is fairly evinced, and clearly de- 
monſtrated. 
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| A FEW EXPLANATORY NOTES SUBJOINED. 


| Marriage is honorable in all. He B. xili. 4. 
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WITH GREAT RESPECT, 
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INSCRIBED, 
By His LORDSHIP*, 
MOST OBEDIENT SERVANT, 
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Have a long while reaſoned, 
debated with myſelf, here 1 
ſhould publiſh the following Pam- 
phlet or not; on the one hand, T-did** 
not, nor do I now 0 but the ö 
matter of i it is good, and What; Ton 
do juſtice to their REH -s, in 
erting, * 1 
marriage was not 
any church; yet that, this 
notwithſtandin g, they have been le- 


** ll. 


TF 
gally married, that they were join. 
Led together by God”, as his word 
doth allo, and "according to the 
uſages of the ancients in all parts of 
the world, and of that in particular, 
| Where his own people dwelt, whom 

he favoured with the knowledge of 


his word”; belides, I did, as 1 do ſtill, 


think it hard, that ſuch worthy per- 


ſons ſhould have the lawfulpeſs of 
their malriage, and conſequently, the 
legitimacy of their children left in 
doubt; theſe. cophderations induced 
me very ſtrongly to ule my utmoſt 
endeavours to ſet this matter in a 
ctear light.-—Onthe other hand, when 
I* thought of the inelegance of my 
ſtile and diction, I was diſcouraged, 
nhft a little, from taking in hand, this 
otherwiſe very agreeable, and delight- 
ful work: and above all, Twas fome- 
| what : apprehenſive and afraid, as 1 
ant indeed, in tome meaſure ſtill, that 
certain great perſonages, f (whom I 
would not willingly offend, upon 50 
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conſideration), „ and Te are. highly 
ind deſeryedly, very, much ęſteemed 
by all, the inhabitants of this land, 
would be diſpleaſed with me, 
and , take it ill, that any man 

would. venture to. make public his 
thoughts of a: matfer; in which they 
and tele auguſt F amily;are fo nearly 
concerned; but it occured to my 
mind (and; that at laſt. emboldened 
me to ſend this Piece into the 
world), that we are not to imagine; 
that their M i— are diſpleaſed 
with his R—1 HI, merely, for 
marrying a lady much beneath him; 
but alſo, if not chiefly, becauſe, tis 
thought, they are nqt /egplly married, 
and conſequently, chat their connexion 
is vente < £<i; 22 : zen, x * 


„„ 


«inherit his > kingdom” 


Ide it ap pears Ss hs hid 
tenor 4 the Scriptures of the Old and 
N ew 


iv i 
New Teſtametit, to be the * 
and immutable inſtitution of almighty 
God, that none of any rank, ſhall 
be um berech with his ſaints in glory 
everlaſting, © unleſs - they | are fans 
se themſelves in this world, and truly 
without this change 1 in their nature, 
they would not be capable of enjoy- 
ing the happineſs of Heaven, Mould 
they be admitted thither; for our 
eur ſaith expreſfly, - © except a 
man be born again, he eannot ſee the 
* kingdom of God“ not that this 
ve by the Holy Spirit is the 
cauſe, for which any are admitted 
into the manſion of bliſs: : no; that 
is owing entirely to the merits of the 
God-man, Chrilt Jeſus, thoſe Who 
are by faith in him, made the chil- 
1 dren of God” +, ſhall be joint heirs 
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with him 4, of the kingdom prepar- 
ed: for em, from the Foundation of 
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5 [ v 1 
the world“; 8 an inward 
change is abſolutely neceſſary, to 


qualify them for that felicity to which 


they, are intitled, through the Lord 
ſeſus Chriſt; vichout holineſs no 
« man ſhall ſos the Lord” +, much leſs 
hall-thoſe ſee him, who live in the 
practice of . any known ſin. Was that 
the caſe with their RI H—s, they 
could not have expected the honour of 
« ſeeing the K s face” : But, 
I truft, if his M3 will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed | to conſider, that ſo- 


lemnization is not eſſential to Mar- 


riage, he will frankly, and publickly 
declare, that his Br s attachment. 
to the lady, which he has choſen for 


his help-mate, is agreeable to the 


word and will of God; though per- 


4 


haps, a certain human nee was 
not obſerved in that union.—Mar- ; 


riage ſeems to me, to o be like nana 
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New Teftametit, to be the ſs 
and immutable flivncict of almighty 
God, that none. of an) rank, {hall 
be Sumbercd with his ſaints in glory 
everlaſting, © unleſs they | are e Kind 
cc themſelves in this world, and truly 
without this change in their nature, 
they would not be capable of enjoy- 
ing the happineſs of Heaven, ſhould 
they be admitted thither'; * our 
leur ſaith expreſſly, - 66 except a 
man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
0 kingdom of God!“ “ not that this 
_ renewal - by the -Holy Spirit is the 
cauſe, for which any are admitted 
into the manſion of bliſs : : no; that 
is owing entirely to the merits of the 
God-man, Chriſt Jeſus, thoſe who 
are by faith in him, made the chil- 
c dren of God” +, ſhall be joint heirs 


with him 2, of the kingdom prepar- 
ed for them, from the foundation of 
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the world *; nevertheleſs, an inward 
change is abſolutely neceffary,. to 


quality them for that felicity to which 


they. are intitled, through the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; * “without holineſs no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord , much leſs 
ſhall- thoſe ſee him, who live in the 
practice of any known ſin. Was that 
the caſe with their R—I H—s, they 
could not have expected the honour of 
« ſeeing the K———g's face” : But, 
I truft, if his M—j—y will be gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed to conſider, that ſo- 


lemnization is not eſſential to Mar- 


inge, he will frankly, and publickly. 
declare, that his B—r's attachment 


to the lady, which he has choſen for 


his help-mate, is agreeable to the 


word and will of God; though per- 
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haps, a certain human 'ordinance was 
not obſerved in that union —Mar- 


riage ſeems to me, to be like private 
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* Mat. xxy. 34. f Heb. Kii. 14. + 2 Sam. xiv. 32. 
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A t m, as this 18 
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church. 8 — 80 is Private 
the: fame 


made all the needfu 
the affair) 
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ing diſcourſe ſuggeſted, (eil. that 
though, (God be POR the K—5 
iſſue be numerous, and promiſing ; 
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* all may | become extinct; then, in 
that caſe, (the Marriage of the D—c 
and D. s of Gr, being left 


doubtful 


1 , . / . - ol as a. 


n) 065906 a. edt G4 £5 
Here I beg leave to obſerve. more 
explicitly what 1 — in the follow- 


toubtful, and never acknowledged 
legal, WhO can declare or congeive 
what diſputes and quirrels wo wou uld be 
about the ſucceſſion to the C Grows 5 
doubtleſs, the children of the K 

Siſters would ge I ay 3 5 4 
it, in oppoſition to 

G——r's iſſue; whereas, if the 

riage of his NI H- sol ſhoulc ;% 
declared legal and valid, and of 
courſe the a 5 of 3 s children, 
in proper time, b K—g and 
his P_r——t, his pul d prevent 
thoſe wars and bloodſhed, which in 
all likelihood e be the canſe- 


quence, and. natural effects, * Kees 
neglect thereof. 


Theſe POP DAL EWA tis tam; 
will have their due weight, with his 
M—y, and prevail with him, toexcuſe 
his B—r's . marrying a perſon ſo. much 
below the dignity of his h houſe, ' 
rither than endanger his native rel | 
try, and run the ritk of leaving hi 


— 


5 * 5 
People, w O Took 1 up on irg as e 
common father, in a way, which may 
entail” on them a civil, and unnatural 


- War. Shut all I have aid, y doubt, 
r £0 fot .. nothing ; deSzufe it will 


be thought, I ſuppoſe, that if the 
conduct of a certain perſon ſhould be : 

5 exculcd, it is to be feared, others x 
7 m ay ew his example 3. "moſt cer- ec 
: tainly parental '« cafe is not blameable, 7 
in „ much leſs is it fo in the fin 
heads of great families, in perſons of MI... 
great worth and conſequence; f ſuch. 7 


a cannot be harmed without preju- 
dice to the community, they cannot 
| ſiffer like private people, whatever 
befalls ſuch, muſt effect the publick, 
ik they 8b, the whole nation muſt 
| groan” for the ſame cauſe ;* but I 
beg Jeave to "obſerve, this great care. 
ought to be accompanied with a firm 
reli on, and truſt in the provi- 
dence, goodneſs, and grace of God, 
our e 8 and the ſu- 
18 65 _— all events, 5 


fully perſuaded and. ſatisfied, that his 1 
nature is ſuch, that whatſoever he 1 
beth, however it may ſeem to us, is F 
right, and nothing, but what is right 
in itſelf, ought to be done by any 
of the EI of men, be the con- 
kquence thereof what- it. may ; and a. 
wood end, (that in particular now un- 
ler contuleratitin\. 7 is beſt attained and 
kcured, by uſing good means, ſuch as 
the inſpired, and conſequently uner- 
ing Apoſtle, preſcribes to pious pa- 
rents, with regard to the education, 
of their children; 37 ſaying“, 1 bring 2 
them up in the nutture”, difeipline, 
kaſonable, and unpaſſionate correction. 
and admonition of the Lord; in- + } 
llling, a as it were dropping by de- i» 
ees, and inſinuating into their _ 
minds + good principles, with fervent 
* to the W of W 
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62 e 
for his benediction upon the whole, 
and leaving the event to him; thus 
did the father of the faithful, God 
himſelf being his witneſs; for he 
ſaith, „I know him, that he will 
6 command his children and his 
“ houſhold after him, and they ſhall Ml | 
keep the way” (not of the world, il * 
following its ſinful cuſtoms and fa- Ml ! 
ſhions, but) *of the Lord“, and this 
is the will of God concerning all 
his people, as appears from that de- 
claration of his, where he fays, 
&« theſe words, which I command 


these this day, ſhall be (not only in x 
thy bible, but) * in thine heart,” (1. ci 
in thine underſtanding, thoughts, and * 
affections) * and thou ſhalt teach © 
40 them diligently unto thy chil mY 
dren.” + And thus did king David . 


Ger. xviii, 19. + Deut. vi. 6, 7. 


ſayin 


. 


8 1 


| laying unto valoinon his ſon, know 
« thou the God of thy father, and 


« ſerve him, with a perfect heart, 


« and with a willing mind. 


Indeed Solomon, 8 a great 


part of his time, neglected this good 
advice; but king Joſiah, one of his 


poſterity, was not regardleſs of this 
wholeſome counſel; for we read, that 
He did that which was right in the 
« fight of the Lord, and walked in 


te all the way of David his father, 
e and turned not aſide to the rig ht 


e hand, or to the teft.” + "02 


blamon himſelf, in his latter days, 


returned unto the Lord, and not 
only ſo, but he cautioned and ad- 


moniſhed others, ſaying, © Remem- 
e ber now thy creator in the days 


« of thy youth, wle the. evil days 


— — — — ÿÜ m. — 222 — ie 
75 1 Clirop. xxviii. 9. 7 2 Kings xxll. 2. 


2 « come 


. 


come not, and the yeats (draw 
„ nigh,” when thou ſhalt fay, (i. e. 
as I do now to my ſorrow, <« bearin; 
ce the 9 of my youth, “* like 
Ephraim) 1 have no 2 plcafure 1 in 
. 


And this i is e to allet hs 
which he gives to parents, where he 
faith, „Train up a child in the way 
50 he ſhould g, and when he is old, 

N (i. e. grown up to years of | matu- 
rity) „ he will not” (i. e. cafily and 
1 «« depart from it. . Or 
ſhall not, and fo it may be a promiſe 
of good Riceefs to the fincere, faith- 
ful endeavours, of parents and gover- 
nors in this kind, and perhaps, where 
there is any inflincc to the - contrary, 
it has proceeded from ſome negled 1 in 
the 3 ; and to that, in — 


6 4 7 NS OY . — Wy 
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* Jer. xxxi. 19 f Eccleſ. xii. 1. I Prov. xxii. 6. 


„ rx WW words, 


L Ai “ 

words, alſo, „My ſon, hear the in- 
« ſtruction of thy father, (i. e. if hee 
is ſuch a father, as faithful Abra- 
ham, or holy David,) „“ and forſake 
„not the law of thy mother!“ (i. e. 
if ſhe is like Eunice, Timothy's mo- 
ther) „in whom dwelt that unfeigned 
„faith, + which ever works by love, 
and 1s productive of good works, per- 
ticularly that of prayer, by means 
of which, we may well think, Ti- 
mothy obtaingd: like precious: faith 
with that of his mother, - to be in him 
alſo; and through her Care, tis 
likely; he, from a child knew,” (not 
romances, plays, &c. which tend to 
corrupt the mind moreand more, but) 
the holy ſeriptures, (ſuch as are 
holy, not only in themſelves, as to the 
matter of them, but alſo apt to pro- 
mote holineſs in thoſe who hear and 


q — 


; 2 Prov. i. 8. 7-2 Tim. FA 5. 


read 


- U 


read them ;) which, (faith St. Paul, 
addreſſing himſelf to his beloved pu- 


pil) are able to make thee wiſe un- 


c to ſalvation- 


I have now ſaid every thing which 
I thought needful, as an Introduc- 
tion to the following Pamphlet, no- 
thing remains, except it be to apolo- 
gize for the freedom I have uſed; 
and what can I ſay in my defence, 
better than, that the ſentiments here, 
as well as in the Pamphlet and Sup- 
plement, are the real ſentiments of 
my heart, ſuch as I have long held. 
I'would not offend the meaneſt per- 
ſon in the kingdom; I truſt, I have 
ſaid nothing, by which any one can 
be in the leaſt juſtly diſpleaſed ; if 1 
have, I can truly affirm, it has 
been without the leaſt intention; 


— 


5 — — — — — 
1 Tim. iii. 14, 


therefore 


therefore I hope the candor of thoſe, 
who are principally concerned, will 
incline and induce them actually to 
forgive me; and if the arguments 
here made uſe of, ſhall have ſo much 
influence as to anſwer the end I had 
in view, when I began to write, ſcil. 
to make it appear, that their R—1 
H——s the D—e and D—s of | 
Gl—r, are joined together by Gd, | 
and that their matrimony is lawful; | 
] ſhall ever deem my ſucceſs as one 
of the higheſt temporal favours that 
providence could 90 mee. 
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TRUE AN LAWFUL. | 
MATRIMO NY, &c: 


Iris queſtioned by ſome, if their 
Ae  Highneſſes, the Duxzs and 
DurckESss of GLovcEesTER, have | been 
narried publickly in the face of any 
church. This, for ought I know, is a 
roundleſs ſurmiſe; but, for the preſent; 
[vill ſuppoſe that it is true; yet, I will 
ienture to affirm, that they are, this not- 
vithſtanding, really married; becauſe; 
blemnization or joining of hands pub- 
blickly, is not eſſential to marriage: a 
B couple 


" 


„ 
couple may, in ſome caſes, be * lawfully 
married without it. This will appear to 
all unprejudiced and impartial people, 
from the tenour of the Licences, which 
are granted by our Biſhops to thoſe that 
| apply for the ſame, not to marry, but to 
proceed to the ſolemnization of true and 
lawful Matrimony; and alſo, from the 
form of ſolemnization itſelf, and the pub. 
lication made by the rector, vicar, or 
curate, who ſolemnizes their Marriage; 
for as ſoon as he hath joined their hands 
| together, he faith, ce Foraſmuch as N. 


— 


— 


* * 


* The Author means, that their Marriage may be agreeable 
to the Law of Gon, and the uſage of the ancients in all civi 
lized nations, though not according to that law or ordinance 
which Was publiſhed by one of the biſhops of Rome, anc 
adopted by the Governors of the Church of England, to pre 
vent the hurt and injury, which, it was found, by ſad expe 
rience, many Chriſtians, ſo called, were apt, through the! 
falſeneſs and perfidy, to do unto thoſe that might be ſo un 
happy as to confide in chem. 


ww * 
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Tat 


and N. have e together, in holy 
(i wedlock, and have witneſfed the ſame 
before GOD and this company, and 


 troth either to other; and have declared 


„ring, and joining of hands, I pronounce 
that they are man and wife, &c. 


vith attention, muſt needs obſerve, that 
Matrimony, according to the judgment 
of the Church of England, conſiſts, in 
tyo perſons conſenting together in holy 
wedlock ; or, in their agreeing to live 
together in this ſtate, till death doth 
before they come tO church; but this 
bl they witneſs their having done ſo 


Vays; „ es! * 
5 t 4 uf [ 
s 3 K ? * 


82 1. By 


5 thereto have given and pledged. their 


the ſame, by giving.and receiving of a 


Whoever hears or reads theſe words 


them part, they have thus conſented 
might be known only to themſelves, un- 


the church; ie ere do n y 


* 


— 


t «1 - 

1. By the man's. faying, * J. NM. take 
a thee, N. to my vedded wife“, &c. 

and the woman's ſay ing, I. M. take 
n thee, M to my wedded huſband”, &c. 
2. By giving and pledging their troth 

either to other, i. e. by pledging the 
truth of their promiſes, which they en- 
gage in the hearing of divers * 0 
v l 
9. Thr witneſs or declare thi | * 7 
nt alſo, by their giving and taking 
of a ring -a proper emblem this, of their 

mutual love, and endleſs fidelity; and, 
4. By joining of hands; ſignifying, 
that their hearts are already join'd; that 
they are one perſon in law, and, that 
_ their right to all their poſſeſſions is com- 
| to them both; ſo, that all which i is 
| - "as in the church, is only declarative 
of what they had done before they came 
thither ; but this declaration was previ- 
ouſly neceſſary to the Miniſters pro- 
Wa. : 1 Z Nnouncing, 


* 


A 
nouncing, from his own knowledge, that 
they are man and wife together; which 
he doth audibly, that all then and there 
preſent, may hear and teſtify, that they | 
were married, i. e. publickly and decla- 
ratively, (for they had been ſo virtually 
before, by their mutual promiſing and 
conſenting .to live together in holy wed- 
lock) at ſuch a place, and at ſuch a time, 
in their preſence ; ſo that, if either of the 
parties thus married, ſhould, at any 
time, thereafter, be inclined to deny 
his, or her marriage, thoſe, who were 
preſent, may teſtify, that they ſaw them 
join hands, and heard them declaring 
their previous, mutual conſent, and pre · 
engagements; and that, therefore, nei- 
ther of them is at liberty to make ano- 
ther choice, till death diſſolves the Mar- 
riage knot. Let not any one imagine, | 
that my ſaying, © Salemnization is not 
i eee to Matrimony” , tends to eva- 
| a cuate 


_ 
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cuate the neceſſity of having Marriages i 


ſolemnized in the face of the Church. 
No; this eccleſiaſtical law, was well and 
wiſely made; as St. Paul ſaith of the 
moral law, «© it was added becauſe of 
tranſprefſion”, i. e. becauſe many men, 
and women alſo, are too much inclined 
to tranſgreſs the laws of Gop, and to be 
unfaithful in their covenants and mar- 
riage- contracts. The law is not made 
* for a righteous man”, 1 Tim. ch. i. 
ver. 9, 10. (he needeth it not, ſo far as 
he is righteous; he is a law unto himſelf; 
he hath the law of Gop in his heart; 

bet he i 1s an Iſtaelite indeed, in whom there 
4 is, 20 ele” Y therefore, he acts upon 
the principles of uprightneſs and honour: ;) 
but. for the lawleſs”, &c. for per- 
1 « jured perſons”, to bumble t cham for the 
unfaithff ulneſs and wickedneſs they have 
been guilty ol, and to reſtrain them, 


with all others of che ſame diſpoſition 
"+4 0: BOM 


from being wicked nd unfaithful for 
the future. : 
As we ſay of ap and the Lord's 
Supper, in the language of our Church, 
they © are generally neceſſary to ſalva- 
« tion”! ſo that, no perſon, who may 
receive them, and will not, can expect 
to be ſaved without them, but they are not 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation; for one 
may be ſo ſituated, as in a foreign land. 
amongſt heathens, or at home amongſt 
perſecutors' and bigots, where he cannot 
partake of the ordinances in the manner 
his conſcience approves of, or have them 
adminiſtred to him, according to the 
Word of Gop: in ſuch a caſe, Goo 
will not deny his grace and bleſſing to 
ſuch as ſeek him; for, r, though he won us 
them, yet, he himfelf, is not bound; he 
can, and will work without them, for 
the 


1 2 1 
the comfort and ſtrengthening of his 
waiting people. In the ſame manner, the 
Solemnization of Matrimony is neceſ. 


fary, when the parties, who love and 


chuſe one another, may proceed there- 
unto; but there are fome caſes and cir- 
oumſtances, in which they cannot do fo, 
as in a ſtate of captivity; or, they may 


be where there is no clergyman to ſolem- 


nize their Marriage; or, where they can 
neither have their banns publiſhed, ſo as 
to anſwer their end, nor be licenſed. 
In ſuch caſes, Solemnization is not need- 


ful, the parties are married without it; 


when, they both being of a proper age, 
join hearts, conſent; agree, and reſolve 
to live together in the faithful bands of 
Matrimony, till death does them part; 
yet, Solemnization ought not to be neg- 
lected. Matrimony ought to be ſolem- 
_ nized, not only for the - reaſons - afore- 
men- 


Les 1 
— Jkt alſo, becauſe he word 
of God is then read, if not preach d to, 
and the holy communion. adminiſtered, if 

the married perſons. ſhall 'defire it; the 

comforts and bene fits of Matrimony de- 
clared, and. ſupplication io mage, that 

"the Lord may bleſs them, and that they 

may live together in holy love unto their 

lives end; Solemnization there fore ought 
aways. to be: uſed; unleſs it be in caſes 
of ſome inſurmountable impediments; 
then it is enough for the parties, who 
would, if they might, Marry publickly, 
— to love. and ele one acer ne 


_— i — 
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* Beſides the above-mentioned reaſons, it may not be impro- 
per to obſerve, that the miniffer does then declare the ſignifi- 
cation of Matrimony, the manner in which it ſhould be enter? 
Pifed, and the cauſes for which it was ordaitied; Thefe things, 
being duly confidered, will, by the bleffing of God, be of great. 
uſe, not only to the couple going to be married; but alſo to 
ticir friends who accompany them; and promote their peace UT 
Uuppineſy, as long as they live, yea, and for ever. 
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thing more is abſolutely — nothing 
beſides is eſſential to Marriage; if any 
thing more was abſolutely neceſſary there- 
unto, then what ſhould we think of thoſe 
nationꝭ and people, as the Jews i in parti- 
cular; and, 1 may add, the inhabitants of 
this land before Pope Innocent the Third, 
ne whom Solemnization never was 
in uſe. We read in the firſt chapter of 
the goſpel, by St. Matthew; that the Virgin 


This Pope in the 1oth year of Henry the Third, and that 
of our Lord 1226, publiſhed an ordinance, requiring, that all 
Marriages ſhould be ſolemnized in the face of the church; be- 
Þ fore whoſe time, the mode of the ſolemnization of Marriage” 
dich a great Lawyer) „“ which univerſally prevailed through- 
3 « out England, was very ſimple in itſelf, for the man only 
« went to the houſe, where the woman inhabited, and con- 
« ducted her to his own houſe, or place of dwelling. The free 
% choice of the woman, and by parity of reaſon, the free 
| «« Choice of the man, was the principal ching requiſite to con- 
4 ſtitute a lawful Marriage, whether a prince, or of an inferior 

00 * 
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ton 


| | Mother, tho ſhe Was then only eſpouſed 
(v. 18.) to. Joſeph, (they had yet only 
conſented together, or agreed to live in 


holy wedlock): * | before. they came to- 


gether,” was by the angel of the Lord 


expreſsly called his wife (v, 20.) as he is 


called her huſband (v. 19.) and we find 


in Revelation the xix, 7. that the church, 
is called the Lamb's wife, only, becauſe | 
ſhe had made herſelf ready, for the cele. 
bration or ſolemnization of their nuptials, 
which will not take place, till the great 
day of his appearing ; tho, the Divine, in- 
deed, in the ſpirit, ſees and repreſents him 
as already come. Agai if we look back N 


into Gen. c. 24, we ſhall read, that Iſaac and 


Rebekah, were joined together, no other- 

wiſe, than by her being conducted to his 
father's houſe, ſhe having, indeed, become 
his wife when ſhe conſented to leave her na- 
tive home; and ſaid “I will go.“ i. e. with 
Abraham's ſervant, to live with his maſ- 
C 2 ters 


V. 22. that, v The Lord: N | 
N her” {Ew Fe! 'Wito the man; they were | 
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ters 168, Ilaac, till death ſhall part. us; 


| Indto trace chis matter to its oril ginal in, 
Kitution; we find, that our firſt Parents, 


Adam and Eve, were married in the 


fame way; for tis recorded; Gen. ©. ii. 


married without aby more ado, i but per 
haps: tome. are ready to obj; 9 3 
e there was 50 clergymanthento folemnize 


their marriage; ttue, yet God could have 


treated and ordained one, and would 
have, done fo, without doubt, had ſolem- 


nization been indiſpenſibſy neceſſary; 


| and therefore: we may conclude, that this 
Rite is not effential to Marriage con- 
ſidering theſe” things, it ſeeins to me 


evident, if, or ſuppoſing; the.marriage of 
their Royal Highneſſes was not ſolemnized ; 
2 in the face of any church; yet, that they, 


this We e have been indeed 
| 2 fince they became eſpouſed, ot 


E205) "os Ig conſented 


fog 1 

conſented to live together: i in holy 7 
lock; and eſpecially, ſince” they hate 
owned and declared their marriage, and | 
lived together as man and wife; conſe- 
queritly, if his Highneſs had put away 
his eſpouſed wife, and married any other 
lady, or princeſs, he muſt-have been guilty 
of perfidy; perjury, and of living in adul- 
tery, alſo with that perſon, which Lhopes 
none of his friends would wiſh he had! 
been In: ſhort it is plain, that the pre- 
oontract, Which his Royal Highneſs" had 
entered into with lady Waldegrave, would 5 
have been a lawful impediment,” (as 
ey call itz) to his marrying any other 
perſon: And, that if he had fo married, 
he, and that perſon, would have been 


married otherwiſe than the word of GG 
doth allow, would not have been joined 5 


together” by God, neither would their 
matrimony have been lawful. How heavy 
hen muſt their account be, which they 


19 
muſt one day make, who break their 
marriage contracts, 7 (tho they paſs for 
huſband and wiſe) and live in great re- 
pute before the world in general, and 

their on reſpective churches, congrega- 
tions, or ſocieties, in particular; yet before 
Cod, who trieth all our ways, without re- 
ſpect of perſons, and from whom no ſe. 
crets are hid, they are perfidious, and 
perjured adulterers and adultreſſes. Here 
it may not be improper to obſerve, that, 
underſtand, tis no unuſual thing now 
a-days, for Gentlemen, to give thoſe 
Ladies, whom they eſpouſe, bonds, where- 
by they oblige themſelves to pay them 
à certain ſum of money, in caſe they 
ſhould-not fulfill their promiſes, by mar. 
rying them actually. Tho theſe, it mull 
be od, are not abſolute, but conditi- 
dnal promiſes; ſo, that if a man does not 
marry the perſon, whom he hath engaged, 


| provided he pays the money ſpecified in 
1 the 


8 
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the bond he gave her, he i is not 'guilty 
of perjury &e. yet he' acts a very unge- 
nerous part by a deluded creature, and 
the injured fair one, who having ſet her 
heart on him, to whom ſhe had promiſed 
her hand, loves the man ſtill more than 
his money; which there fore can never 
give her content, unleſs ſhe is ſo happy 
as to be married to a more worthy man, 
ſome faithful, generous Gentleman, of 
principle and honour :' all indifferent and 
diſintereſted” people, will readily allow, 
that he who is capable of uſing a woman 
thus, is very much to blame; nor do'I 
think him excuſable, who profeſſes love 
and makes his addreſſes to any woman, 
ſo that ſhe really believes he is willing | 


b to marry her, but after all deſerts her, 
bbecauſe he is now engaged on his part, 
„ad 'tis at her option (as long as ſhe neithe ! 
p promiſed nor refuſed to give him her 
; hand), but only deſired a reaſonable time 
to 


* 
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to take this important affair into conſider. 
ation but he is no longer at liberty to 
treat with any other perſon upon the 
ſubject of marriage, unleſs ſomething 
more than ordinary has happened. un- 
leſs ſome ill behaviour on her part is 
vom to light, (as is ſometimes the caſe) 
mice he became engaged to juſtify his 
| conduct. Thoſe would do well to con- 
ſider this, who infinuate themſelves into 
the affections of ſome imprudent creatures, 

and perhaps debauched them; but after- 
wards, through wantonneſs, and not think- 
ing them ſo beautiful and handſome as 
they appeared at firſt; or through covete- 

duſneſs, finding they are not ſuch great 
fortunes, as they thought them to be, 
leave them to lament their folly and cre- 
dulity, if not their ſhame too, and ruin; 
perhaps, i in a ſad and forrowful remem- 
brance, of their having refuſed other 
* for the fake of thoſe faithlefs, 


La 


#3 
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ſalſe men, | * thoſe, dear deceivers,” who. 
have no regard ta the dictates of their OWN, 
conſciences; which yet, altho they are bee. g 
zmbed, as it were, for the preſent, will. 9 
hereafter ſpeak home, and at laſt gall them -. 
ſeverely, as well as deſervedly, putting 4 
hem in mind of their perfidious beha- _ 
our, &c. and, how callous ſoever MT: 
may be for a time, will, in futtire, read 
them ſome. hard lectures, tending to drive 
them to phrenſy, madneſs, and deſpair, 
ſuch, as nothing can cure, unleſs Gods 
ſpecial Grace ſteps i in, to their relief, apd 
directs the guilty wretches to the all-ſuf- 
icient merits of our bleſſed Saviour; who 
ſtill receiveth - ſinners, and moreover, 
cauſes them to be willing, by his grace, 
to make amends to the utmoſt of their 
powers, for the injuries they have done. | 
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| 55. the other ſide, T muſt nods ſay, 
chat thoſe falfe fair ones are very much 
t blame, who, having promiſed their 
hands, yet afterward, either for love, or 
for ike ſake of money 25 Quid non mor- 
* 28 pectora cogis auri fames b) break 
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their promiſes, and leave thofe fond fools 
in the lurch, 'who had ſet their affections 


on them; ; but, to ſay no more of ſuch in- 
conſtant and deceitful things, I will pro- 
ceed, and alk, What ſhall. we think of 
5 that man? who, when he takes out a 
matriage licence, ſeruples not to ſwear, 
; that there ĩ is no. impediment to his mar- 
rying the perſon whom he chuſes for his 
wife, that The is not related to him, either 
by conſanguinity or affinity, | i. e. either 


by blood or marriage; and conſequent! Y, 


not within the degrees prohibited by the 
ſcriptures, and the laws of our church, 
| tho! he knows the ntrary, ſhe being, 


. . | - Perhaps, 


— 


e c 0 7 "Tp ” 


perhaps, his wn. brother's. 8. wife, widow, 


or in the like affinity; doubtleſs, 5 not; only 


the guilt of perjury is then, contradied.; 
but moreoyer,.the, parties to be married 
are going to live in the abominable ſins 


wel + + 


of fornication. and Auweg 1 5 6 5 8 to 
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There i is another ſort of grievous = 


greſſors of the law of Matrimony, which 
1 cannot but take notice of; they are ap- | 


pointed Guardians, by their dying friends 


over their orphan daughters, who as ſaon | 


as they become marriageable, are deluded, 


ſolicited, and over-perſuaded by their own | 


Guardians, to give them their hands i and 
then thoſe faithleſs men, in applying for 
licences, ſwear, that the Guardians give 
their conſent to the marriage, not mind- 


ing that, as foon ; as they become ſuitors, 


they ceaſe to be Guardians and betray 


b | D2 their | 


their truſt moſt ſhamefully; . they do in- 
deed, when they ſwear, conform to the 
letter of the law, but they offend againſt 
the meaning of it, and Mens gits ef 
0 lex”, i. e. The mind, meaning, and in- 
tent, or end of the law, is the law; con- 
ſequently they are perjured in the fight 
of God; here I muſt add, that if the ſur- 
rogates who grant theſe licences are privy 
| to this colluſion, they are acceſſary to, 
and partak ers of, the heinous crime of 
p perjury, which indeed the j jurors only do 
 @ually incur the guilt of, beſides, the 
' ſurrogates do hereby at contrary -to the 
truſt repoſed in them, when they were 
" authoriz'd to grant marriage licences, and 
promiſed, on oath, (if Iam not very much 
15 _ miftaken,) they ee ehe 1 | 


* 
3 * 


1 have made mention TH $ [77 His and 


"their office, I 2 not omit 1 
n e that 


ts 


that ſome of them, in | granting men 
do very frequently another thing, which 
is, not only blameable in itſelf, but alſo 
atte nded with very bad conſequences 3 
they are content to let the perſons, who 
apply to them for licences, ſwear, that 
they, and the young ladies, they are going 
to marry, are full 21 years of age, when 
they might know, only by looking in 
their faces, and from other circumſtances, 
that they are not arrived at that age: in- 


deed; the hurt that accrues from this 


fault in ſurrogates, will be prevented, 


8 If ty es of 1 ſo called ain by 1 | 
Ly Br—; ; as others call her, was not 21 years of age, 
when ſhe was married to Mr. Hy, then ſhe was not-lawfully | 
married to him, and therefore was at her liberty to give her 
hand to the 9 —e of Kn. So that, had her advocates, 
bd their pleas for her on this ground, they might have 
brought Her of with credit and honour, nor would ſhe have 
been . suilty of the crime laid to her charge. 


| wheneves 


1 


whenever the rector, vicar, or curate, 
deſired to ſolemnize the marriage, ſhall 
_ faikbfully: obſerve, and make, A proper 
ule of, the caution, that all our biſhops 
give in each licence, which their reſpec- 
tive ſurrogates, by their authority, grant 
-unto. thoſe who apply for them : the cau- 
tion is couched in the following words: 
WM * Provided always, that if in this caſe 


* there ſhall appear any fraud, ſuggeſted 


4 to us, or truth ſuppreſſed, at the time 
© of obtaining this licence, then this 


* in law, as if the ſame had never been 


granted; and in that caſe, e inhibit al 


miniſters, if any thing of the premiſes 
& ſhall come to their knowledge”; (and 


ſhould they not always make ſome en. 


quiries, concerning this matter); That 
— they do not proceed to the celebration 
0 os ſaid Wang, without conſult 


| PE. / Ni 66 10g 
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tx 
0 ing us, or dur vicar General," Now 
as this caution ought to de obſerved in 


order to prevent young people! 8 mafry⸗ | 
g. before they arrive at a proper age, 


9 an certainly mould it be 


to, that the above · named impedimei nts i 
cauſed by pre-contrafts may be avoided 


and that the parties, going to be mar- 
ried , may not be guilty of, and live in 
heſe very henious ſins above-mentioned, 
uch as, perfidy, perjury, and adultery. 

Indeed, when only © one of the parties 
is guilty, ,not knowing any thing of the 
other's being pre-engaged, then that party 


or perſon 1 is excuſable before God and 5 


Man, and may, as. it were,” waſh bis, or 
her hands i in innocency (as to this matter) 
* and compals C 


4 &S # 2 


I cannot help taking notice here, of a 
flaw (to call it no worſe) to be ſeen. i in 


every licence, "which 18 granted for the 


purpoſe 


purpoſe of ſolemnizing marriages, where. 
by many, who are but too prone of their 
on accord, to be unfaithful to thoſe 


they have deluded, (and debauched too 
perhaps). by promiſing them marriage, 
are encouraged to break their pre-con- 
tracts. -The rector, vicar, or curate of 
is authorized to marry the 
parties therein named, provided there 
ſhall appear no lawful impediment by 


means of any pre · contract entered into 


before the 25th day of March, 17 54”, 
if any pre-contratt entered into ſince * 


time, was not a lawful impediment.— 

I wiſh the governors of our church would 
take this matter into conſideration, and 
| act more like © Fathers in God” when they 


| grant licences, to.thoſe whom they call 


« their beloved in Chriſt”. If I do miſ- 
take the import of the fore-cited words, 


I e their * will excuſe this 
freedom, 


® 


t 2 1 


cious and immortal. ſouls may not be 
. 5 2 - £ a * 7 4 5 | : 4 
niſguided „ in à matter that ſo nearly 


concerns both their prone and eternal 


welfare”, f 0 ett evo Bs &, dout 
I with; too, think cas cad of the 
nation, would think proper to favour us 


with: an act of parliament, that ſhould; 
pohibit the granting of marriage licerices, 


on any pretence whatſoever; and that the 


publication of banns was not diſpenſed with 
all, and that thoſe, who may be diſpoſed: 


wmarry, were required tobeaſłked and pub- 


ind amongſt their reſpective friends and 


quaintances, and not amongſt ſtrangers, 
is frequently done, (which is a mere 
frce, and an arrant piece of mockery). 

eren in the midſt of divine: ſervice tdo. 
things were thus ordered, none could 


marry any where in this kingdom, as they 


w. a- days do, without the knowledge 


E : and 


freedom, and look upon me as one 40 
means well, and truly wiſhes: that pre- 
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"and conſent of their reſpective parents 
or guardians, friends and fieighbours, 
nur could they run away, either into 
Scotland or Ireland, and there be married 
ſuch an at was made, to forbid the grant- 
ing of marriage licences in any caſe,” and 
the publication of banns in improper 
Places; it is my humble opinion, that the 
Rl Me A-<t would then appear unto 


5 I beg leave to add, that if 


all, to be no longer neceſſary; and that it 


might be repealed to the great ſatisfaction 
at the people of this land in general, and 
of their noble Lords in particular, who 
© proteſted againſt it. And whereas ſome 
are probably ready to ſay,” ! Many parents 
and guardians are very unreaſonable, be. 
Z ing either ambitious or coveteous; or both, 
aud would forbid the banns of their chil- 
dtren and wards, without being able to 
| Tow NE Mts ov 1 wiſh 
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1 would pleaſe the Legiſlator to enatt. 


that, young people, being arrived at a 
proper age, I mean that of one and twenty 5 
years, and having firſt dutifully and re- 
ſpectſully, aſked the conſent of their p. 
rents or guardians, giving them a ſufficient 
time to conſider of it; if they are refuſed, 


may appeal to ſome unexceptionable, in- 
different, diſinter eſted perſons, as umpires, 
and having gained their 1 . 


Marry. 
Some ill sene 2 0 n 


accidentally attend ſuch a conceſſion and 
alliances; but not near ſo many, nor any 
b great, as the natural fruits and effects, 


of young people's marrying to pleaſe their 
friends, who. generally mind nothing ſo 
much as worldly advantages, or riches and 
honour; and to obtain their on ends, 


conſtrain. thoſe, for whom they intend to 


provide, or whom they have the care of, 
to deſert their firſt and deareſt Loves, who 
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have their hearts, (wherein conſiſts the 


eſſence of Matrimony, as was a- fore 
ſthewn), and to join hands, with thoſe 


| they cannot love, and at - beſt can only 


be civil to, and even in that. they are 


_ often ſhort. - Jealoufies, keeping, and a- 
dultery. - domeſtic broils and divorces; 
 {quabbling, fighting, and death itſelf, are 


frequently. the portion of thoſe, who, to 


_ pleaſe their parents or . — 


friends, diſpleaſe God. | 
On the other hand, if 'people W 

thoſe whom they love, and are joined 

together in the fear of God, they may 


hope that he will vouchſafe to * ſend 
e his bleſſing upon them, that they obey- 
0 ing his will, and always being in ſafety 
© under his protection, may abide in his 
love unto their lives end, through 


«& Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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There is one thing more, that I mult 
needs obſerve, which is, —I ſhould be 
glad, Mr. Burk, Mr. Barre, or ſome other 


able gentleman in the Houſe of Commons, 
backed by one of thoſe great ſtateſmen, 
lord Chatham, lord Camden, in the Upper 
Houſe, to move for an act of parliament, 


to confirm the Marriage of their Royal . 


Highneſſes, and thereby not only prevent 


their honour from being at any time queſ- 


tioned, and impeached; but alſo to aſcer- 


tain the legitimacy of their children, and 


ſo to inſure to them, the right of any in- 
heritances, and legacies, which may here- 
after fall to their ſhares, and which blood 
and relationſhip will juſtify their laying 
claim to. By the ſame means thoſe 
leuds, animoſities, and diſputes will be 
prevented, which otherwiſe, would per- 


haps ariſe in the Royal Family to the no 
{mall trouble and hurt of the whole nation. 
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cation of their Royal Highneſſes, the Duxx and 
DurchEss of GLoucesTEs, the following Medita- 
tions, on Matrimony, have accurred to my mind; 


ing well married; and, therefore this ſtate is not to 
be neglected by any, it being agreeable to both 


INCE I wrote che preceding Tract, in vindi- 


Scripture and Reaſon, that the man ſhould have a 
F help 


which, I flatter myſelf, will, by the bleſſing of 
God, profit, as well as pleaſe, my readers; ill 
prove uſeful and adyantageous to many, not only 
of the preſent age; but alſo, to ſeveral, that are yet 
unborn, long after my head ſhall be laid in the duſt .. 
whilſt J may, then, I will endeavour, to give ſome. 
hints to the unmarried, relative to that change of © 
condition, the moſt i important of any in the world. 
If there is any happineſs under the Sun, ariſing 

from the things of this life, it is certainly, from be- 
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help meet for him *; and, that the woman ſhould 


* hearken, and conſider, incline her ear, forget alſo 
her own people, and her father's houſe” +, when 
courted and ſollicited to do ſo by a proper perſon, — 
Moſt of thoſe who have deſpiſed this divine appoint- 
ment; have been obliged to own, at laſt, that . it is 
« not good, that the man ſhould be alone”+; and tbat 
the woman can ** find no reſt 5, till ſhe comes to 

| the 


K 
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- "Gen. ii. 18. + Pal, lv; 19. -—þ Gen. ii. 18. 

5 What is ſaid 5 of reſt, is to be taken only in a compa- 
rative ſenſe; for there is no abſolute reſt to be expected, in 
either any creature or creature's comfort whatſoever ; of every 
thing, that this world affords, the Lord -ſaith, expreſi y by 
the Prophet, © this is not your reſt”, Micah ii. 10. And no 
leſs man, than king David, knew this, by woeful experi- 
ence; and, therefore, when he had $rayed from God, cried, 
* Turn unto thy reſt, O my ſoul” ! Pf, cxvi. 7. This reſt in 
God is attained, partly here below, by thoſe who are truly 
pious, and have ears to hear the voice of the Son of God 
calling upon them, with unexampled meekneſs, compaſſion, 
and love; © Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy 
« laden, and I will give you reſt”, Matt. xi, 28. As to the 


compleat enjoyment thereof, we mult, in patience, poſſeſs our 


ſouls; believing what the Seripinre of truth aſſure us, that 


“ there xemaineth. 4 reſt”, (i. e. a full, uninterrupted, per- 


| petual, and everlaſting reſt) *{ for the people of God” ; and, 
even now, all ſuch can, through, mercy, ſay, © we, who be. 

« \ieve, do enter into his reft®. We are got into the porch 

or paſſage, as it were, already, the paſſage which leads into 

that houſe, * not. made with hands, eternal in the heavens”, 

2 Cor. v. 1.“ whoſe builder and maker is God; he is our 

% maker too, ang our huſband alſo, the Lord of Hoſts is * 
2 name", 


i 35 ) 
„dhe late of her huſband” 4, before that time, , 
will not be well with her T. ER | 


Indeed, there are bone t in which! . lügt 
life is preferable to that of ' matrimony, as in the 
time of perſecution and diſtreſs” +, for our adhe- 
tence to the cauſe of Chriſt ; then it is good to be 
25 St. Paul was ||, and to ſuffer alone, without in- 
volving others in our troubles; and, if perfons will 
deny themſelyes the comforts. and advantages which 
might occur to them fromi the ſtate of Matrimon 
when it appears to them, likely, that they ſhall 25 
more apt, if they will abide ſingle, to promote tlie 
temporal and eternal welfare of the church of God, 
they are excuſable if not laudable; if they vill 
„make theniſelves eunuchs for the kingdom of 
„Heaven's ſake” $: Doubtleſs, the Papiſts are 
very much to blame, for aſſerting, and infiſting 
upon it, that it is unlawful for the Miniſters of the 
Church to marry ; nor are tlioſe, on the other hand, 
to be commended, who ſtrenuouſly maititaih their 
tight to marry, and to entet into that ſtate, wherein 
they mult expect to meet with many entanglements 
and impediments, in endeayouring to promote the 
anos of of x wr Md to further bis cauſe, | 
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1 
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RI 
wing, Ia. ly. 5. He hath ſaid, 4e 1 2 prepare 8 ; phyla for: 
* you, and I will come again, and receive unto myſelf, 
© that where I am, there ye may be alſo”, + jibe of xiv. 3. 
„ 1 Ruth iii. 1. 
t 1 Cor. vil. 26. J 1 Cor. vil. 7. 5 Matt. xix. 12. 
| F 2 „ » 
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| Fo who put them into the miniſtry “. Some, per- 
haps, will contend, that the married Ne is better 
for a miniſter than celibacy; and, that it will help 
him more to be ſerviceable to the intereſt and king- 
dom of Chriſt. It is true, if a man be leache- 
rouſſy inclined, and cannot contain, of the two 
evils, let him chuſe the leaſt; let him marry, for 
it is better to marry than to burn” with the fire 
of luſt; though, doubtleſs, the grace of God 
(which he" is ready to grant to thoſe ho ſincerely 
leck it in the uſe of proper means) is ſufficient 
to maſter this as well as every other thorn in, che 
fleſh; much more is it better for a man to marry, 
than to gratify his paſſions, and to live i in fornica- 
tion ; as, they ſay, many, miniſters do in the church 
of . and ſome, perhaps, in other churches; 
but, that, to chuſe the married ſtate, is not conſiſt- 
ent with that zeal, which a miniſter ought to have 
for the glory of God, and the everlaſting welfare of 
precious and immortal fouls, is evident from thoſe 
words of the inſpired Apoſtle, —* I would have you 
without carefulneſs“ f, ſaith he, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to private Chriſtians; and what he ſaid unto 
ſuch, is fill more applicable unto miniſters who are 
Chrift's officers in the Church Militant, © I would 
have you without carefulneſs;” he that is un- 
married careth for the W that belong to the 
„Lord, how he may pleaſe the Lord“; and thus 
does the ſame Apollle aQually apply i it, in 2 Tim. il 4: 


1 Tim. i i. 12. + 1 Cor. vii. 32, 33. : 
„ 95 ſaying, 


1 
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ſaying, „no man that warreth, entangleth himſelf 
«+ with the affairs of this life, that he may pleaſs 
„him who hath choſen him to be a ſoldjer: but 
he that. is married, careth for the things that are of 
the world, how he may pleaſe his wife”, who pro- 
bably will often adviſe him to“ ſpare” himſelf, 
and to conform to the ſinful ways, cuſtoms, wad 
faſhions of the world, or the innocent (ſo called) 
amuſements and diverſions in vogue; and, what if 
he ſhould be ſo conſcientious, as to preach the 
truth, whilſt in. his ſtrong hold the Pulpit; yet 
his love and affection to the wife of. his boſom, and 
his dear children, will be too likely to make him 
warp, ** to-ſtart aſide as a broken bow“, out of | 
the pulpit; and in the performances of his other 
offices in adminiſtering . the Sacraments, and Bu- 
rying the Dead, he will think it right“ to pleaſe 
++ men”, allowing all his pariſhioners to be, what 
they preſume, and wiſhed, they are, for all he ſays, 
to the contrary, very inconſiſtently indeed, in his 

| ſermons, ** Members of Chriſt, children of God, 
„and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven; 
whereas, if he was a ſingle man, he would be 
more apt, eſpecially, if ſome eminent miniſters 
would ſet the example, and thereby encourage him, 
to ſtem the torrent of oppoſition, and to quit him- | 
{elf like © a faithful ſervant of Chriſt”. | 


Now having anſwered the objections of thoſe who 
have more zeal, ſuch as it is, for, than real love to 


the 


\ 


4 

the cauſe of religion, I come to obſerve, as I pro- 
Sꝓoſed; that, as on the one hand, none ought to 
neglect the State of Matrimony, for theſe reaſons 
eee ſo, on the other hand, it is 

not“, (as our excellent Church teaches us) © by 
any to be cnterprized, nor taken in hand unad- 
*« viſedly, lightly; or wantonly, to ſatisfy men's 
« carnal. liſts. and appetites, like brute beaſts, that 


have no underſtanding: but reverently, diſcreetly, 


% adviſedly, ſoberly, and in the fear of God, duly 
*+ conſidering to the cauſes for which n 
re. re | 


EO Re, 


ww” Firſt, i it was dank for the procreation of 


1 Lablurer, to be brought up in the fear and nur- 


„ tute of the n and to * . of his holy 
name. 355 


” 
73 * 


a againſt fin; and to avoid fornication, that fuck 


+ perſons as have not the gift of continency, might 


* marty,-and keep themſelves undefiled members of 
* hen vac 44ar of 


"+4 «Thirdly, es orfiined for the mutual ſo- 
4 ciety, help and comfort, that the one ought to have 
of the other; both in proſperity and adverſity.” 


' - Thoſe who conſider and view the State of Ma- 


trimony in the light it deſerves, will readily excufe 
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me, if I ſhall, to the preceding remarks wh, that 
in the judgment of ſome conſiderate, ſerious peo- 
ple, the yowels, A, E, I, O, U, with the letter P. 

prefixed to each of them, in the words, Parts, Per- 

ſon, Piety, Portion, and Purity, denote the qua. 

lifications pre- requiſite in . thoſe, who enter into the 

Married State, in order to be happy therein. 


Indeed, theſe qualifications, in their. perfection, 
are not to be expected in any, but ſome good ſhare 
or degree of each, ought to be looked for by thoſe 
that intend to take the holy Eſtate of Matrimony 

upon them. Before I come to conſider theſe qua- 
lifications in a particular manner, it may not be 
amiſs to obſerve, that a good ſamily or parentage 
ought to be looked for; ſo that, all perſons, intends, 
ing to alter their ſtate, ſhould be careful, with regard. - 
to this matter; but yet they muſt not reckon #hat a. 
good, nor judge that a bad family, which the world 
accounteth ſuch ; for univerſally they are eſteemed 
people of credit, who live in affluence, and; abound. 
with the things of this world, no matter how they, 
or their friends came by them; if the means, by. 
which they roſe, were lifted, and examined into, 
perhaps, they would be found to be, in ſome mea- 
ſure, if not altogether, . indirect and unfair, with 
little or no regard had to mercy and charity, or even. 
to juſtice, ſuppoſe what was gotten by extortion, 
oppreſſion, fraud and violence, duplicity, perfidy 
and perjury, is deducted * their ſtores, how 
little 
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litle would there be leſt! yet, while ſach people 


flouriſh, like David's green bay-tree”, they are 
highly eſteemed; and very much reſpected by the 
world; they are careſſed and ranked amongſt the 
* hetter ſort of people” in the town or pariſh, where 


they live; they have ſtrong connections, and many 


friends *, as Solomon obſerves; but God ſeeth not 


as man ſeeth, nor judgeth he as carnal and corrupt 


men judge; and every godly man and woman too 


are like God, they endeavour, as he does, to“ judge 
„ righteous judgment”; therefore, in their fight, 
, Piety”, though clothed in rags, is better than the 
moſt gainful Perjury”, or any other iniquitou 
means of getting riches and worldly eſteem; and 
they will endeavour, as Abraham, to have their 
children connected with godly families, judging, 
that whoſo findeth” a (pious) © wiſe”, (and ſhe 
who findeth a religious huſband) / findeth a good 


„thing, and obtaineth favour of the Lord” +; for 


« 2 prudent wife” (and we may fay, a prudent huf- 
Band) . is from the Lord” +, as we read Geneſis ii. 
22. He” (the Lord) © brought her” (Eve) ** unto | 
4 the man”, i. ei he gave Eve to Adam, to be his 


wife, and ſtill he worketh this way; fo that there is 
ſome truth in that old ſaying,” though lightly made 
uſe of by profane people, Marriages are made in 


« Heaven”; t 


herefore, God ſhould be ſought unto; 
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25 indeed! in all other affairs, for ditecdions, 5 mat | 
eſpecially i in this very important event. _ Favour 
is deceitful, and beauty vain; but a woman that 

« ſeareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed of God” , 
and all good men. It was the great fault of the 
Antediluvian Profeſſors, that they © ſeeing | 
« dauglitets of mel,” i. e. of the after rp . 
ungodly, that they were fair, took them wives of 
all which they choſe” t, i. e. whick they liked, or 
ſuch as pleaſed their eyes, they were certainly yery 

much to blame, but riot fo much as thoſe Profeſſors - 
and there ate too many ſuch, now-a-days, who 
chuſe the daughters of men, not becauſe they are 
fair, but becauſe they are ery the love of beauty 
is ſomewhat like godly love; (Adam, in the ſtate of 
innocence, was charm 'd with the graceful n mien and | 
perſonal accompliſhments | of Eye) but worldly love 
s diametrically oppoſite chereunto; it is contrary, 
not -only to grace, bat to nature alſo; that man, ; 
therefore, is utterly inexcuſable, who, to promote his 
own intereſt in the world, drops God's intereſt, and 
marries the daughter of a ſtrange God ; and 
conſequently, one that is an enemy to the true God: 
and yet this is done, not only by 1 many that profeſs 
the Chriſtian religion, but even by ſome miniſters; 
how few of them, of name or denomination, are of 
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the fame mind, of chat truly gracious ſervant of the 


Lotd, Exra, who mourned for the people' 8 affinity 
with ſtrangers *: indeed, if a; private member of 
the Church marries a poor woman, that is an utter 


ranger to what be, profeſles, he does 5 probably, 
give offence, and a ſevere reprimand may be, the 


conſequence thereof; but if he marries. a. Lady, 
with a genteel fortune, though without any religion 
at all, he is thought very exeuſable: and no, won- 
der, as in Ezra s time, to the no ſmall grief of that 
good. man, the Prieſis and the Levites 5 did not 
1 ſeparate themſelves from the people of the land” t; 

ſo it ſrequently c comes to pals in our, days: : fuch 
would do well to conſider, that if an officer in king 


George's army was to marry a Jacobite, one, which 


would be glad. if bis, Majeſty was dethroned, and 
the Pretender made King in his room, he would be 
deſervedly conſidered and reprobated by all loyal 
people, as a traitor, and an enemy to his Majeſty s 


perſon and g government, with our happy, conſtitution 
ig church and. ſlate. How they can that miniſler, 


Who, as 1 ſaid, is an officer in the church militant, 
under king Jeſus, be excuſed? who chuſas chat wo- 


man for his wife, who . he believes is in her natural. 


and unconyeited condition, under the influence of 
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an evemy to the * Prince of Peace”. The woman, 
who hates nothing fo much as his cauſe, and with 
all her influence and power, oppoſes his intereſt anti 
kingdom; What ſhall we think of ſuch a man ? 
Does he * ſet his affedions on things above”, as St. 
Paul adviſes * ; is there not too much cauſe to be- 


lieve, that he 1 his affections / on things in the 


« earth”, - on earthly riches and honours. How 
can ſuch- a one perfuade us, that he does, in good 
carneſt, recommend Jeſus Chriſt? © who is the 


* glory of his people” +, and an honour * to them 


« which believe” . Happy they, who choſe him 
lor their portion) he beautifles and dignifies them; 
every one deſires to excel in one kind or other. 
Now there is no excellency to be compared to this, 
tb be truly pious, to have the image of God himſelf 
flamped on our ſouls; for godlineſs is god-likeneſs : 
« the ſoul which: is filled with God, and' bringg 
+ forth the beautiful fruits of righteouſneſs, is the 
truly noble foul; a man's new birth makes him more 
a honourable, ban bis natural birth, let his birth- 
* Cignities be vat they will”; therefore, king David 
dtcemed the ſaints of God, the excellent of the 

earth ||. Ard Moſes, Jong before him, in holy ad- 
miration, aſked, ** What nation is there ſo great, who 
© hath God fo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God 
nm KL 'is in all things we call upon him for? And what na- 
tion is there ſo great 2 as to have Katutes and judg- 
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«© ments ſo righteous, as all this law, winch ſat be ſore 


,, youthis dye So, according to the word of God, 
there's no nation, nor people, nor family, fo re- 
ſpectable, and truly great, as thoſe who have acceſs 


to God, and hear him for their counſellor; 4 his 


word being a lamp unto. their feet, and a light 


* unto. their paths” f. He „makes them high 
above all others, in praiſe, in name, and in ho- 


* nour” F. Joſeph and Mary were but a poor 
pair, yet very reputable, and high in God's eſteem, 


. becauſe juſt and pious: ſo Zecharias and Elizabeth, 
both made no great figure in this world; but they 


were righteous, and lived in holy love, ** walking in 


all the Commandments of God, blameleſs. 


Having ſaid thus much (which is more, indeed, 
than I intended at firſt) of the needfulneſs of being 
connected with good families, to render the married 
ſlate comfortable, I come now (as I propoſed) to 


treat of the PrxSONAL Qualifications pre · requiſite, 


in order to that end; and theſe are more neceſſary, 


than even a worthy parentage; for one may be born 


of reputable, fair, and well - diſpoſed parents, yet 


have neither good Parts, nor a goodly Perſon, nor 
true Piety, nor any Portion, and be quite deſtitute- 


of Purity ; whereas, on the other hand, the chil. 
dren of thoſe Who appear to be graceleſs, cal- 
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* Deut. iy. 7, $& 1 P. cxix. 105. t Deut. xxvi. 19. 
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lous, and hardened in, fin and wickedneſs, may 
| have the life of God in their ſouls, and be truly 
pions: ſo, that we may ſay, that « the Lord can” 
fand ſometimes doth) © of theſe ſtones, raiſe up chil- 
« dren unto Abraham” , and cauſe them to inherit the 
promiſes ; let thoſe, herdfore, who propoſe entering 
into the State of Matrimony, look above all things 
for theſe PERSONAL. Qualifications, in them whom 
they do reſ 2 y chule for thieir HI. 


As to the firſt, ſuch as the having bf good pants; ; 
both natural and' acquired parts, are very neceſſary ; 
for without theſe, the fineſt woman is not much 
better than a doll, and the bandſomeſt man ſcarce. 


excels an ideot. 1 


| Second, A comely, graceful perſonage, helps 
much to make people happy in the married ſtate; 
without this, no couple can expect to be e 
to one another long. Tis remarkable, that the 
prophet Ezckiel's wife, is called, by God himſelf, 
« the defire of his eyes; when a woman is the 
deſire of her huſband's eyes, ſhe is the delight of 
his heart, and ** her defite” ought ro © be to 
her huſband”, not only as her lord, according to 
God's e = but alſo. as 0 man, who, 
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aboye all others, EL at leaſt « to * capable of 
giving her heart content, the very fight of whom 
gladdens her | foul, and fills with. inexprefible joy 
and Pleaſure. Such help-mates will partake of one 

another's joys and troubles too; N will alleviate 
| Theſe. and double:thoſe. * _ 


"The: Third Qualification ; "ft, rie is the 
greateſt and moſt excellent of chem all: Piety or 
Godlineſs is God's likeneſs; tis to be born of 
God, and to * partake of the Divine nature”, 

| Happy they, above all other people, of every 
rank and degree, who are- thus endued with the 
image of their maker, and reſemble him in the 


| beauties of holineſs; they ſhall walk with him, as 


Enoch did, in this world. and when they depart 
hence, they ſhall go to him, and be © for ever 
„with the Lord” *; but dreadful is their condition, 
Who are quite 2 955 what they came at firſt out of 
God's hands, having loſt his 1 image, together. with 
his ſavour ; what ſuch call happineſs, if they have 
any. thing like it, is rather a pleaſing deluſion, and 
4 flattering, falſe dream, that will- laſt but a liule 
while, will vaniſh by and by, and end i in real and 


everlaſting RET or nn that one of chem ; 
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To think of livivg eternally bank 3 in the mutual / Wh 
tion of - ſuch familiar Dae, is 4 donfideration, that muſt 
afford. he moſt ſubſtantial W 

Guide ts Donefiic Happineſs, p· ; x 
has 
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not; how, unmeet muſt; this perſon be to; adm 


niſter to that the comfort which the one ought 


to have of the other during liſe, in caſe of 


66 fightings : without, and fears within; and how 


ſhocking mult be the thought, fo. the awakened 
party, of their deceaſe, and their caplequent,.uny 
avoidable, and eternal ſeparation *, hen * one 
+ ſhall, be taken“, ag a child Gal. te bE put 
in poſfeſſion of a. gloxigus inheritange, and tie“ the 
+ other; left”, to heat uheſe: dreadſal os qu of 


the mouth of Jeſus himſelf. Depart, from me | 


« curſed, into everlaſting; fixe, en bar K 
a Devel ents bis 11. nr Setth | 
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Packs 1 e is, 1 83 : 
abſolutely, needſul, as a means under Providence. 
o keep married perſons fromthoſe; ſtraits and diſh - 
culties, which may not only ſour their ſpirits, ane: | 
againſt the other, but even. tempt them, like Job's 
"_ to think ill of. God himſelſ fon putting fuck li 


da crook in their lot”, and to curſe him for it: 
wiſhing now and then, in a pet to die, in order at 
once, to get out of all their troubles. 
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*« tm ak. how diſtreſſing, the. thought of an eternal 
ſeparation at the laſt deciſive day! Awful and affecting, as the 
bare mention of theſe things may ſeem, this will certainly be 
the caſe, if either «being weighed in the balance, is found 
wan*.ng, the thought muſt be almoſt inſupportable.” 

Guide to Domeſtic Happineſs, p. 76. 


The 


Matt. xxv. 41. 


has 23 50 born, fram above, and that the * wack 
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7 The Fifth, and laſt requiſite, is Purity; this, in. 
feed, is implied in Piety, as the loye of our neigh - 
bour is in the love of God: this cannot be without 
that; ſo none can be pious without being pure: 
- allo (I mean evangelically) though not abſolutely, 
the beſt of God's children, are not either perfectly 
pious, or perfectly pure; ſome of the leaven and 
leproſy of ſin will remain, till the earthly houſe is 
pulled down by death; which, as it is the effect of 
fn, fo it ſhall be alſo the cauſe of its total aboli. 
tion and deſtruction. Nevertheleſs, both Pity and 
Purity are, in a particular mamer, mentioned” and 
indiſpenſably required, in the Scriptures of truth. 
Theſe iofallible guides, teach us, that only thoſe are 
bleſſed, and ſhall be happy for ever, who are, in 
fome! 'good degree, renewed in the ſpirit of their 
minds, aſter the image of him that created them, 
and made pure in heart; whoſe very affections are 
free from every thing, that might cauſe jealouſy in 
the heart of either, a loving God, or an enamoures 
47 evi or an alfeQtionate wife. 
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